
1    2016 SPJ AWARDS OKLAHOMA PRO CHAPTER

ARTS CRITICISM
FIRST PLACE
Jerry Wofford
Tulsa World

Concert Reviews

SECOND PLACE
Michael Smith

Tulsa World
Movie Reviews

THIRD PLACE
Brandy McDonnell
The Oklahoman

Reviews 

BLOG
FIRST PLACE

Jaclyn Cosgrove
The Oklahoman

NewsOK Health Blog

SECOND PLACE
Steve Lackmeyer
The Oklahoman

OKC Central Blog

THIRD PLACE
Matthew Price

The Oklahoman
Matthew Price’s Nerdage Blog

BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE
Adam Kemp

The Oklahoman
Sigma Alpha Epsilon racist chant

SECOND PLACE
The Oklahoman

Oklahoma State University 
parade crash coverage

THIRD PLACE
Steve Lackmeyer and Nolan Clay

The Oklahoman
Labor commissioner is stabbed 

to death in OKC

BUSINESS REPORTING
FIRST PLACE

Warren Vieth and Mark Lash
Oklahoma Watch
Business Breaks

SECOND PLACE
Samuel Hardiman

Tulsa World
Parallel tracks

THIRD PLACE
Steve Lackmeyer
The Oklahoman

After 87 years, Coney Island Hot Dogs still 
dishing it up in the heart of downtown OKC

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Samantha Vicent

Tulsa World
Gangs in Tulsa

SECOND PLACE
Kyle Schwab

The Oklahoman
2015 Court Reporting

THIRD PLACE
Juliana Keeping
The Oklahoman

10 years of Oklahoma City 
police discipline

DIVERSITY COVERAGE
FIRST PLACE
Bobby Ross Jr.

The Christian Chronicle
The broken soul of Baltimore

SECOND PLACE
Paula Burkes and Leilah Naifeh

The Oklahoman
Comprehensive coverage of the 

25th anniversary of the ADA

THIRD PLACE
Michael Overall

Tulsa World
Keeping faith

SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS 
OKLAHOMA PRO CHAPTER

AWARD WINNERS – Presented April 30, 2016

NEWSPAPERS A
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EDITORIAL/COMMENTARY
FIRST PLACE

Jennifer Chancellor
Oklahoma Gazette

Public school teacher pay reality check

SECOND PLACE
Ray Carter

The Oklahoman
Lawsuit against Oklahoma 

scholarship program defi es logic

THIRD PLACE
Wayne Greene

Tulsa World
The $105.03 question

EDUCATION REPORTING
FIRST PLACE
Nate Robson

Oklahoma Watch
The Punishment Gap: 

Disparities in school discipline

SECOND PLACE
Andrea Eger
Tulsa World

Salary struggles

THIRD PLACE
Andrea Eger
Tulsa World

‘Restart’ fl ops

ELECTION REPORTING
FIRST PLACE
Wayne Greene

Tulsa World
A chill runs down the GOP spine

ENTERTAINMENT FEATURE
FIRST PLACE
Jerry Wofford
Tulsa World
Garth’s life

SECOND PLACE
Brandy McDonnell
The Oklahoman

Oklahoma sculptor & photographer 
Holly Wilson tells big stories 

through little people

THIRD PLACE
Erik Tryggestad

The Christian Chronicle
‘Well, God ... it’s you and me — 

and Neil Diamond’

FEATURE PAGE LAYOUT 
AND DESIGN

FIRST PLACE
Vanessa Pearson

Tulsa World
Super movies

SECOND PLACE
James Royal
Tulsa World

Strong in the Force

THIRD PLACE
Moran Elwell

The Oklahoman
Keeping wildlife wild

FEATURE WRITING
FIRST PLACE

Jaclyn Cosgrove
The Oklahoman

Costello family struggled for years 
to help son with mental illness, 
long before tragedy at Braum’s

SECOND PLACE
Adam Kemp

The Oklahoman
Oklahoma City homeless man 

fi nds purpose in keeping stretch 
of NW 23 clean

THIRD PLACE
Darla Slipke

The Oklahoman
20 years after Oklahoma City bombing, 

time hasn’t healed all wounds

GENERAL NEWS 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Corey Jones
Tulsa World

Earthquakes: Evidence mounting

SECOND PLACE
Andrew Knittle

The Oklahoman
City, Indian tribe engage in power struggle

THIRD PLACE
Laura Eastes

Oklahoma Gazette
No simple fi x

GENERAL PHOTOGRAPHY
FIRST PLACE

Jim Beckel
The Oklahoman

Memorial

SECOND PLACE
Nate Billings

The Oklahoman
Remembrance

THIRD PLACE
Bryan Terry

The Oklahoman
Prom Queen

GOVERNMENT REPORTING
FIRST PLACE

Samantha Vicent
Tulsa World

State ‘blindsided’ on lethal drugs

SECOND PLACE
Andrea Eger
Tulsa World

Barresi goes on 11th-hour hiring spree

THIRD PLACE
Nolan Clay and Rick M. Green

The Oklahoman
Embattled Senator
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HEADLINES
FIRST PLACE

Rob Backus
The Oklahoman

SECOND PLACE
Vanessa Pearson

Tulsa World

THIRD PLACE
Felicia Murray

The Oklahoman

IN-DEPTH ENTERPRISE 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Mike Averill
Tulsa World

Time to thrive

SECOND PLACE
Silas Allen, Juliana Keeping 

and Darla Slipke
The Oklahoman
The Intersection

THIRD PLACE
Juliana Keeping 
The Oklahoman

Saving the Last Dance

INTERACTIVE GRAPHIC 
OR RESOURCE

FIRST PLACE
Richard Hall

The Oklahoman
Richard Hall — Resilience: 

20 years later timeline

INVESTIGATIVE 
REPORTING/INDIVIDUAL

FIRST PLACE
Nate Robson

Oklahoma Watch
The Punishment Gap: 

Disparities in school discipline

SECOND PLACE
Corey Jones
Tulsa World

THIRD PLACE
Randy Ellis

The Oklahoman
Slap, movie about slavery spark racial 

discrimination complaints in Oklahoma schools

INVESTIGATIVE 
REPORTING/TEAM

FIRST PLACE
M. Scott Carter and Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Watch
Prisoners of Debt

SECOND PLACE
Clifton Adcock and Ben Fenwick

Oklahoma Watch
Stop and Seize: Civil asset forfeiture

THIRD PLACE
Corey Jones and Jarrell Wade

Tulsa World
Robert Bates coverage

LEISURE WRITING
FIRST PLACE

Greg Elwell
Oklahoma Gazette

Up all night: Hungry? Up late? 
Well, you’re in luck

SECOND PLACE
Greg Elwell and Laura Eastes

Oklahoma Gazette
Meeting makers: OKC’s creative talent avoids 
mass-produced goods and picks up the tools 
and knowledge to make things themselves

THIRD PLACE
Greg Elwell

Oklahoma Gazette
Power eating: We’re all winners when we visit 

B&B Wok, Noodles and Moore. 
It’s in — you guessed it — Moore.

MULTIMEDIA
FIRST PLACE
Richard Hall

The Oklahoman
Richard Hall — Resilience: 

20 years later

SECOND PLACE
Juliana Keeping, Bryan Terry, Richard Hall, 

Dave Morris and Phillip O’Connor
The Oklahoman

Saving the Last Dance

THIRD PLACE
Richard Hall

The Oklahoman
The Intersection

ONLINE COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

FIRST PLACE
Jaclyn Cosgrove
The Oklahoman

Oklahoma’s addiction and 
mental health community

SECOND PLACE
Tiffany Gibson

The Oklahoman
#OkiesAroundTheWorld

THIRD PLACE
Doug Hoke and Tiffany Gibson

The Oklahoman
Instameet & Learn

ONLINE WRITING
FIRST PLACE
Richard Hall

The Oklahoman
Oklahoma Black History Month series

SECOND PLACE
Clifton Adcock, Nate Robson, 

M. Scott Carter, Victor Henderson 
and Arianna Pickard

Oklahoma Watch
Beyond the Racist Chant: Facts about 

Black inequality
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ONLINE PHOTOGRAPHY
FIRST PLACE
James Gibbard

Tulsa World
Bridge Jumper

SECOND PLACE
Steve Gooch

The Oklahoman
Star Wars Marathon

THIRD PLACE
Sarah Phipps

The Oklahoman
Mud Rodeo

PAGE ONE LAYOUT 
AND DESIGN

FIRST PLACE
James Royal
Tulsa World

April 19, 2015 cover

SECOND PLACE
Christopher Street, Garett Fisbeck 

and Jennifer Chancellor
Oklahoma Gazette

It’s a Pawley

THIRD PLACE
Felicia Murray

The Oklahoman

PERSONAL COLUMN
FIRST PLACE
Jerry Wofford
Tulsa World

A special second show with Garth

SECOND PLACE
Wayne Greene

Tulsa World
As southern as fried ham

THIRD PLACE
Steve Lackmeyer
The Oklahoman

OKC Central

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
HEALTH AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Corey Jones
Tulsa World

Mental health coverage

SECOND PLACE
Jaclyn Cosgrove
The Oklahoman

Costello family struggled for years 
to help son with mental illness, 
long before tragedy at Braum’s

THIRD PLACE
Andrew Knittle

The Oklahoman
Questions surround end 
of OU’s baboon program

SPECIAL REPORT/
ENTERPRISE

FIRST PLACE
Tulsa World

20 years later: 
Remembering Oklahoma City

SECOND PLACE
Brianna Bailey 

The Oklahoman
Help Wanted 

THIRD PLACE
Nolan Clay, Paige Dillard, Kyle Schwab, Carla 

Hinton and Darla Slipke
The Oklahoman

Resilience — 20 years later

SPORTS COLUMN
FIRST PLACE
John Hoover
Tulsa World

Sand Springs football family 
‘blessed’ after close call

SECOND PLACE
John Klein
Tulsa World

Working on a Chain Gang in Sapulpa

THIRD PLACE
Jenni Carlson

The Oklahoman
Champions aren’t always determined 

by who wins the game

SPORTS FEATURE
FIRST PLACE
Jason Kersey

The Oklahoman
How OU offensive coordinator 

Lincoln Riley’s brilliance carried him 
from Muleshoe and onto 
the coaching fast track

SECOND PLACE
Mark Cooper
Tulsa World

The legend of Cry Baby Hill

THIRD PLACE
Jason Kersey

The Oklahoman
How OU pole vaulter Tanner Williams 
went from scared teenager to fearless 

gay rights advocate

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
FIRST PLACE
Sarah Phipps

The Oklahoman
Walk off walk

SECOND PLACE
Bryan Terry

The Oklahoman
Hang On

THIRD PLACE
Bryan Terry

The Oklahoman 
Slide
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SPORTS REPORTING
FIRST PLACE
Jacob Unruh

The Oklahoman
High school basketball: Tyritta Dixon 

has nothing to hide anymore

SECOND PLACE
Jason Kersey

The Oklahoman
OU football: Eric Striker 

can’t stay silent any longer

THIRD PLACE
Bill Haisten and Mark Cooper

Tulsa World
OSU tragedy

SPOT NEWS
FIRST PLACE

Randy Ellis
The Oklahoman

Four killed, dozens injured as car crashes 
into crowd at Oklahoma State University 

homecoming parade

SECOND PLACE
Bill Haisten, John Klein, Mark Cooper, Andrea 

Eger and Paighten Harkins
Tulsa World

OSU tragedy

THIRD PLACE
Corey Jones and Jarrell Wade

Tulsa World
Glanz resigns

SPOT NEWS 
PHOTOGRAPHY

FIRST PLACE
Tom Gilbert
Tulsa World

Offi cer involved shooting

SECOND PLACE
Steve Sisney

The Oklahoman
Flood rescue

THIRD PLACE
Steve Gooch

The Oklahoman
Tornado clean up

STORY/PHOTO ESSAY
FIRST PLACE

Bryan Terry
The Oklahoman

Last Dance

SECOND PLACE
Ian Maule

Tulsa World
Small town football

THIRD PLACE
Sue Ogrocki

Associated Press
Offi cer assaults

USE OF GRAPHIC 
ILLUSTRATION

FIRST PLACE
Todd Pendleton
The Oklahoman

Homeward Bound

SECOND PLACE
Todd Pendleton
The Oklahoman

Outlook 2015

THIRD PLACE
James Royal
Tulsa World

WEB DESIGN
FIRST PLACE
Richard Hall

The Oklahoman
The Intersection

SECOND PLACE
Richard Hall

The Oklahoman
Resilience: 20 Years Later

THIRD PLACE
Tulsa World 

OKPrepsExtra.com

BEST PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PORTFOLIO

FIRST PLACE
Bryan Terry

The Oklahoman

SECOND PLACE
Sue Ogrocki

Associated Press

BEST REPORTING 
PORTFOLIO

FIRST PLACE
Juliana Keeping
The Oklahoman

SECOND PLACE
Nate Robson

Oklahoma Watch

THIRD PLACE
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Watch

BEST NEWS WEBSITE
FIRST PLACE

Tulsa World

SECOND PLACE
NewsOK.com/The Oklahoman

BEST NEWSPAPER
FIRST PLACE

Tulsa World 

SECOND PLACE
Oklahoma Gazette

THIRD PLACE
The Oklahoman
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ARTS CRITICISM
FIRST PLACE

Brandon Schmitz
The O’Colly

SECOND PLACE
Taylor Brunwald

The Gayly

THIRD PLACE
Mitch Gilliam

The Tulsa Voice

BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE

FIRST PLACE
Kaelynn Knoernschild

The O’Colly
‘I can’t recall an incident of 

this magnitude’: Community mourns 
after homecoming parade

SECOND PLACE
The Oklahoma Daily

SAE Racist Video

BUSINESS REPORTING
FIRST PLACE
Robin Dorner

The Gayly
The plot thickens; the legend of 

OKC’s the Haunted House

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Brandi Ball

The Cleveland American
Plea Deal: 15 years for 3 lives

SECOND PLACE
Parker Perry 

McAlester News-Capital
‘I want some good to come 

from my son’s death’

DIVERSITY COVERAGE
FIRST PLACE

Joy Jenkins
The Tulsa Voice

Dispatch from Mizzou

SECOND PLACE
Amanda Kerri

The Gayly
Equality for all

EDITORIAL/COMMENTARY
FIRST PLACE

Glenn Puit 
McAlester News-Capital
Crisis at the courthouse 

SECOND PLACE
Ray Lokey

Johnston County Capital-Democrat
At a critical point

THIRD PLACE
Rob Howard
The Gayly

Sally Kern: Unleashed, unabashed

ELECTION REPORTING
FIRST PLACE

Brandi Ball
The Cleveland American

Campaign Interrupted: City council 
candidate charged with perjury

SECOND PLACE
DeWayne Smoot

Muskogee Phoenix
County voters erase blue law from books

ENTERTAINMENT FEATURE
FIRST PLACE
Mitch Gilliam

The Tulsa Voice
Cult of Personality: Johnny Polygon 

wants to be your favorite artist

SECOND PLACE
Sara Ritsch
The Gayly

Love the hate with Bianca Del Rio

FEATURE WRITING
FIRST PLACE

Cody Stavenhagen
The O’Colly

Charles Fowler holds on

SECOND PLACE
Eriech Tapia

Vista
Keeping campus clean

THIRD PLACE
DeJon Knapp

The Tulsa Voice
Right to Die

GENERAL NEWS 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Brandi Ball

The Cleveland American
District attorney accuses judge 

of sham process

SECOND PLACE
David Dishman and James Beaty 

McAlester News-Capital
Fatal helicopter crash second for 

McAlester in two years 

THIRD PLACE
DeWayne Smoot

Muskogee Phoenix
Time, caretakers abandon reinterment site 

shows the power of the press.

GOVERNMENT REPORTING
FIRST PLACE

DeWayne Smoot
Muskogee Phoenix

City manager’s secret consulting agreement

SECOND PLACE
DeWayne Smoot

Muskogee Phoenix
River agency’s budget drained

THIRD PLACE
John Small

Johnston County Capital-Democrat
Firefi ghters’ dismissal sparks outrage

NEWSPAPERS B
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IN-DEPTH ENTERPRISE 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Brandi Ball

The Cleveland American
Neighboring case may impact local controversy

INVESTIGATIVE 
REPORTING/INDIVIDUAL

FIRST PLACE
DeWayne Smoot

Muskogee Phoenix
City manager’s secret consulting agreement

SECOND PLACE
Kaelynn Knoernschild

The O’Colly
Experts say OSU could be violating 

Open Records Act

INVESTIGATIVE 
REPORTING/TEAM

FIRST PLACE
Glenn Puit, James Beaty, David Dishman, 

Dawnyal Hill and Kevin Harvison
McAlester News-Capital

Misuse of public money at 
McAlester Public Schools 

SECOND PLACE
James Beaty and Parker Perry 

McAlester News-Capital
Allegations of theft at rural water district 

THIRD PLACE
Jessica Phillips and Eriech Tapia

Vista
Investigating a 370% administrative increase 

LEISURE WRITING
FIRST PLACE
Ken Townsend

The Gayly
Grand Lake, CO - Where have they 

been hiding this place?

SECOND PLACE
Andy Wheeler

The Tulsa Voice
Better, not bigger

ONLINE COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

FIRST PLACE
Dana Branham

The Oklahoma Daily
Flood-Road Closings

ONLINE WRITING
FIRST PLACE

Brady Vardeman
The Oklahoma Daily

SAE-Football

PAGE ONE LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN

FIRST PLACE
Jeremy Luther
The Tulsa Voice

Searching for sanity

SECOND PLACE
Daltyn Moeckel

Vista
Change your perspective 

THIRD PLACE
Michelle Pollard, Morgan Welch, 

Georgia Brooks and Madeline Crawford
The Tulsa Voice

Reelhouse

PERSONAL COLUMN
FIRST PLACE
James Beaty 

McAlester News-Capital
Bubbles, soap, and a close election

SECOND PLACE
Rob Howard
The Gayly

Inherit the wind

THIRD PLACE
Kent Bush

Shawnee News-Star
Some cute cartoons should come 

with warning labels

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
HEALTH AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REPORTING

FIRST PLACE
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton

Native Health News Alliance
Prevention the key to keeping 
measles out of Indian Country

SECOND PLACE
DeWayne Smoot

Muskogee Phoenix
Researchers solve mystery 

of curiously colored catfi sh eggs

THIRD PLACE
DeWayne Smoot

Muskogee Phoenix
Fish kill traced to sewage plant ‘upset’

SPECIAL REPORT/
ENTERPRISE

FIRST PLACE
The Oklahoma Daily

The Race Issue

SECOND PLACE
Parker Perry and James Beaty 

McAlester News-Capital
Flaws at the District 18 
District Attorney’s Offi ce 

SPORTS COLUMN
FIRST PLACE
Nathan Ruiz
The O’Colly

Saturday’s game was about 
family, not football
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SPORTS FEATURE
FIRST PLACE

Chandler Vessels
The O’Colly

Cowboys defensive tackle 
Vincent Taylor overcomes 

Hurricane Katrina to become OSU starter

SECOND PLACE
Cody Stavenhagen

The O’Colly
Forever Fighting: 

Jevon Langford’s quest for peace

THIRD PLACE
MJ Brickey 

McAlester News-Capital
Quinton grad Steve King 
refl ects on NFL career 

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
FIRST PLACE
Ed Blochowiak

Shawnee News-Star
IFYR saddle bronc ride 

SECOND PLACE
Billy Brown

Shawnee News-Star
Bison snag fi rst NCAA football win

SPORTS REPORTING
FIRST PLACE

Cody Stavenhagen
The O’Colly

And then there was a football game

SECOND PLACE
Adrian O’Hanlon III

McAlester News-Capital
Eastern self-imposes suspension 

THIRD PLACE
John Small and Joshua Small

Johnston County Capital-Democrat
Fourth quarter miscues lead to season fi nale 

heartbreak for THS

SPOT NEWS
FIRST PLACE

The Oklahoma Daily
SAE Reaction

SECOND PLACE
Parker Perry, Glenn Puit 

and Janelle Stecklein
McAlester News-Capital

Glossip execution delayed again 

SPOT NEWS 
PHOTOGRAPHY

FIRST PLACE
Ray Lokey

Johnston County Capital-Democrat
Fireman engulfed in ball of fl ame

STORY/PHOTO ESSAY
FIRST PLACE

Melissa Lukenbaugh
The Tulsa Voice

Tough Love — Tulsa Tough Trio

SECOND PLACE
Ryan Naeve

Vista
The Tattoo Tales 

USE OF GRAPHIC 
ILLUSTRATION

FIRST PLACE
Daltyn Moeckel and Adam Ropp

Vista
From then to now: Welcome back

BEST PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PORTFOLIO

FIRST PLACE
Melissa Lukenbaugh

The Tulsa Voice

BEST REPORTING 
PORTFOLIO

FIRST PLACE
Kaelynn Knoernschild

The O’Colly

SECOND PLACE
Parker Perry 

McAlester News-Capital

BEST NEWS WEBSITE
FIRST PLACE

The Oklahoma Daily

BEST NEWSPAPER
FIRST PLACE

The O’Colly

SECOND PLACE
The Oklahoma Daily
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